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The Editor,

Sir,

| request that the following matter may kindly be published in your esteemed daily:

Sell Groundnut on harvest

India is one of the largest producers of groundnut in the world. Groundnut is
popularly known as peanut in many countries. In addition to oil extraction, it is used for
making edible products for human consumption, protein rich meal, and fodder for livestock.
Import of vegetable oil is expected to increase to 9.7 million tonnes during 2012-13 in
India. The import estimate consists of 7.6 million tonnes of palm oil, 1.1 million tonnes of

soya oil, 1 million tonne of sunflower oil and 10,000 tonnes of other edible oils.

Total world production of groundnut in 2012-13 may amount to approximately 37.19
million tonnes (2011-12: 35.33 million tonnes). China, India, United States, Nigeria,

Burma, Argentina and Indonesia are the major producers of groundnut seeds globally.

In India, groundnut production in Kharif (2012-13) was 26.20 lakh tonnes and the
same was 41.75 lakh tonnes in Rabi 2011-12. The major producers of groundnut are Gujarat
(26.34 %), Andhra Pradesh (19.08 %), Rajasthan (17.68 %), Tamil Nadu (9.54 %),
Karnataka (7.63 %), Madhya Pradesh (7.25 %) and Maharashtra (5.34). The area under
groundnut in Tamil Nadu was 2.50 lakh hectares with a production of 3.50 lakh tonnes
during Kharif 2012-13. The major groundnut producing districts are Thiruvannamalai
(16.67 per cent), Villupuram (11.61 per cent), Vellore (10.58 per cent), Namakkal (7.15 per
cent), Salem (5.31 per cent) and Erode (4.70 per cent).



Thaipattam is one of the major sowing seasons for groundnut in Tamil Nadu. The
Thai Pattam sown crop is being harvested now. Thai Pattam sown groundnut kernels are
mostly preferred by traders for its quality, dryness etc., About 60 percent of kernels are used
for oil extraction and 30% - 40% for confectionary and other purpose. Pattani (TMV 10)
variety is mostly grown for oil purpose. TMV2, TMV7, VRI1, VRI2 and JL24 varieties are
used for confectionary purpose. Red groundnut (TMV13) is used for both oil and
confectionary purpose. Generally all varieties are used for export but the grain should be
bold sized. Specially VRI2, JL24, Asha, CO3, and CO4 varieties are exported for the
purpose of salted nuts, blanched nuts, groundnut split and butter.

Farmers are interested in knowing whether price will increase in future so that they
can store and sell the produce. To help them, to take a right decision, the NAIP-Domestic
and Export Market Intelligence Cell functioning in Centre for Agricultural and Rural
Development Studies, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University analyzed the past 20 years prices
that prevailed in Tindivanam Regulated Market. The econometric analysis and market
surveys revealed that during April - May 2013 farmers could get a price of Rs 5800-
6150/qtl of groundnut kernel at Regulated market, Tindivanam in Villupram district for oil
purpose. It will be Rs.6000 to 6200 for confectionery purpose. There will be marginal
increase in price during the next two months. That increase will meet only the interest and
dryage loss only. Hence, farmers are recommended to sell groundnut on harvest. Currently
harvest is going on in Thiruvannamalai, Thirukovilur, Tindivanam regions and this forecast
is mainly meant for the groundnut being harvested in these regions.

For details contact:

Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell,

Centre for Agricultural and Rural development Studies,
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,

Coimbatore - 641 003.

Phone: 0422-2431405

For Technical Details please contact:
Professor and Head,
Department of Oil Seeds,
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,
Coimbatore-641 003.
Phone No: 0422-2450812

Public Relations Officer
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